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At an international press conforence held in the Foreign Ministry 
of tho GDR in Borlin on 6 Docember 1968, 200 journalists from 
at home ond abroad were provided with new evidence that the 
ruling forces in Bonn hove stepped up the development of blolog- 
ical ond chemical weapons in violotion of tho Potsdam Agree- 
mont ond other conventions binding under internotlonal low. 

The microbiologist, Dr. Ehrenfried Petras, who recently took up 
his domicile in the GDR afler nine yoars of work at the Instituto 
of Aerobiology in Grafschaft where he hod gained a profound 
insight into the ‘defensive’ researm on B ond C warfare agents 
and the preparation of the large-scale production of such agents, 
handed over comprehensive materiol to the intornatlonol press. 
This moterlol shows thot the top-secret activitlos pursued undor 
the outhority of the so-colled Federal Defence Ministry oro in 
flagront contradiction with internotional law. 

Gunter Kohrt, Secretary of Stote ond First Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR, pointed out in his statement at the 
press conference that the development of biological and chemical 
weapons forms part of the West German government's exponsionist 
programmo which is soriously Jeopordizing peace ond security In 
Europe. 

The documentation In hond, which has been published by Ver- 
lag Zeit im Bild, glves information on Bonn's preporations for a 
devastating blological and chemical wor as disclosed at the press 
conference of the GDR Foreign Minlstry. 


Statement by Dr. rer nat. Ehrenfried Petras former 
Director of the Laboratory for Microbiology of the Institute 
of Aerobiology in Grafschaft/Sauerland, West Germany 


Ladios and Gentlomen. 

You will hove gathered from my interview with GDR television 

thot | obtoined extensive knowledge on the preparation of biolo- 

gicol and chemicol warfare in the West German Federol Republic 
during my nine years of work In tho Institute of Aecroblology in 

Graofschaft/Sauerland. All relovont work in this fleld In the West 

German Federol Republic is utilized by the Federol Ministry of 

Defenco for offensive military purposes. 

The Wost Goman militory research potentiol in the B and C 
weopon sector comprises a wide range of highly pathogenlc micro- 
organisms ond virus aerosols, V substances, G goses, toxins, psy- 
cho-active wor agents, olgogens and phytotoxic war agents. 

The scientific treotmont of those problems In speclal research 
establishments, unlversity institutes ond In laboratorles of the chem- 
icol industry in West Germany gives predominonce to the follow- 
ing considerations: 

1. Further research into ond the new development of biologlcal 
ond chemlicol war agents and tho possibilities of applying thom 
as oorosols. 

2. The investigation of optimol procedures for detecting these toxic 
ogents ond rendering them harmless, including the develop- 
ment and production of antidotes. 

3. Investigation into combined inJurles arising from the simultane- 
ous action of vorlous forms of ABC weapons. 

4. Reseorch into all the probloms concerned with individuol and 
collective protection, as well as medical provision for the victims 
of polsoning and radiotion. 

These research complexes form a necessory unlty within the West 

Germon Federal Defence Ministry's conception on tho compre- 

honsive preporatlon of atomic, biological and chemical (ABC) war- 

faro and for this reason cannot bo regarded independently of one 
another. 

The current West Germon armoment program in the B ond C 
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weapon sector is corriod through as a tightly organized system 
of research, testing ond preparations for production under the 
supervision of the Federal Ministry of Defenco. The central admi- 
nistrotlon of military research ond development work in thls field 
is to be found in the Militory Technology Deportmont of the Fe- 
derol Ministry of Defence. 

This relates to conferring of contracts, coordinotlon, and the fi- 
nancing of work. At the same time this doportmen? exercises a decl- 
sive influence on tho selection of the highly-qualifled scientists 
needed to corry out the required work. 

Rocontly o speciol “ABC Study Group” wos set up on the in- 
iGative of the Federol Ministry of Defence for the immediate direc- 
tion of preporations for biologicol ond chemicol worfore. This is 
mado up of reprosentotives of the sections of the Fedorol Ministry 
of Defence which are concerned with this work. 

A special role as on advisory and coordinotion body of the Bonn 

Ministry of Defence in the ABC sector is ployed by the °Sciontific 
Advisory Boord for tho Medical ond Health Services of the Bundes- 
wohr", which is also referred to as the “Advisory Council on Mil- 
itary Medicine.” 
Apart from those bodies the Federal Ministry of Defence has its 
own researc estoblishments, such as the ABC E 53 proving ground 
of the Bundeswehr in Munsterlager in the Liuneburger Heldo, the 
ABC Defence School at Sonthofen, as well as tho Institute of 
Aerobiology In Grafschoft. Furthermore, it olso directly concludes 
research controcts with individuol porsons or scientific work teams, 
or, for purposes of camoufloge, via the Fraunhofor Society. 

Bocause of various political and economic considerations, as 
woll as for purposes of maintoining secrocy ond camouflaging 
its activities, the West Gerrnan Ministry of Defence has from the 
very beginning of Its rearmaoment placed value on having its milit- 
ary research conducled in such o manner, largely in the oxlsting 
civilion research establishments of West Germon chemicol trusts, 
university institutes ond other research bodies, that its real charoc- 
tor wos not immediatoly evident One of the main prerequisites 
for thls method lies in the foct that, under the conditions of mod- 
ern reseorch and industy, there is a large amount of overlopping 
of research work for civil ond military purposes. This results in sub- 
stontiiol advantages for the West German Ministry of Defence, 
such as a better comouflaging of its work for offensive military pur- 
poses in clvil reseorch currently oelng conducted, ond tho soving 
of time, personnel ond funds. 
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Even today the West German Ministry of Defence has olready 
socured a dominont influence on the corresponding West German 
potential in research and industry so that there are mony scientists 
who do not dare to reject research contracts of the Federal Ministry 
of Defonce. 


Ladies ond Gentlemen, 

In the following | shall acquaint you with a number of detoiled 
facts about the Institute of Aerobiology in Grafschaft/Sauerlond 
of the Fraunhofer Society in Munlch. 

The Institute was founded in 1959 with the oim of carrying out 
research for the West German Ministry of Defence on preparations 
for B and C warfore. Ai first it wos thought of directly subordinat- 
ing tho Institute of Aerobiology to the Federal Ministry of Dotonce 
os a federal institution. But this Idea was rapidly dropped ond in- 
stead the Institute wos formally subordinated to the Fraunhofor 
Soclety for purposes of camouflage. 

Thus the responsibilities of the Institute were from the very be- 
ginning determinod by technical militory projects of an offensive 
charactor. As early as spring 1961 tho Federol Ministry of Defence 
took over the direct management and control of the Institute. The 
speclol inforest of the Federal Ministry of Defence in tho Institute 
was olso mado very ploin by tho fact thot the Federal Defence Mi- 
nister of thot time, Fronz Josef Strauss, made an appointment to 
visit the Institute on 10 Jonuary 1961. 

Tho conferring of contracts for the Federal Ministry of Defence 
is conducted by section T II 2, formerly section T Il 4 of Deport- 
ment T (militory technology). The responsible consultont for the 
Federal Ministry of Defence was Ministerlol Counsellor Dr. Glupe 
until lost year. Since 1967 the Grafschoft Institute has been di- 
rectly responsible in scientific moattors to the Instructions of Mi- 
nistorial Counsellor Dr. Strathmann in the Federal Ministry of 
Defonce, whereby Dr. Engolhard (the son of Professor Engelhard 
of GéttIngen University) Is working as his assistant. 

In accordance with the statute of the Fraunhofer Soclety, a 
board of trusteos was assigned to the Institute director. Thls board 
hos the tosk of specifying the special responsibilities of the In- 
stitute in close cooporation with tho Federal Ministry of Defence. 
Prominent scientists belong to the board. who ot the same time 
mointain connections with other institutes ond thus estoblish on 
exponsion of the sclentific potentiol to Imploment the oggressive 
objectives laid down by the Federol Ministry of Defence. 


2 3313-2 9 


Until 1963-1964 tho most important representatives were: 


Professor Lendlo, of the Institute of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology of the University of Géttingen 
Professor Kliowe ot that time Director of the Institute of 


Hygiene and Microbiology of the Uni- 
versity of Mainz 
Professor Langendorff Director of the Radiologicol Institute of 
the University of Freiburg. 
The Federal Ministry of Defence exercises its influence through 
Government Counsellor Dr. Bolllnger, ond the Fraunhofer Society 
through its general secretary, Herr Epp. 

On the instruction of the Federol Ministry of Defence a now 
board of trustees was called into boing for tho Institute, consisting 
of the following professors: 

Professor Westphol, Director of the Max Planck Institute of 
Immuneblology of Freiburg 
Professor Littringhaus, Director of the Organic Chemistry In- 
stitute of the University of Freiburg 
Professor Kimmlg, Director of the Skin Clinic and Poly- 
clinic of the University of Homburg. 
The authority of this board of trustees is sanctloned by the Federal 
Ministry of Defonce. Its composition guarantees o high level of 
scientific work within the framework of reseorch on biologlcol ond 
chemicol warfare as concelved by the Federal Ministry of Defence. 

This military reseorch work at the Grofschaft Institute is con- 
ducted in the following three departments: 
1.In the Medicoal-Biological Department, to which tho B 1-7 la- 

boratories and the hot cell belong. 
2.In tho Chomical Dopartment with laborotories 1—4. 

3. In the Physics Department with loboratorles 1 ond 2 os well as 
the laboratory for particle accelerators. 

In addition, there was the Laboratory for Microbiology, which was 

under my direction. 

As the head of the laborotory, | spent years investigating the 
problems of biological and chemicol woarfore. | had the opportunity 
of getting to know the entire program of the Institute, Over and 
obove this, | become acquolnted with a large number of scientists 
who are occupied with matters concerning ABC warfare in the 
West German Federol Republic, through which | obtoined an in- 
sight into the mochanism of their cooperation. Todoy | must soy 
that from year to year | became more and more alormed at the 
diversity and intensity of war preparations in this field. | found the 
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fact particulorly olarming that the officer corps of the Bundes- 
wehr speaks quite openly and as a matter of course of a new war 
in which bacteriological and chemical weapons are to bo used. 

In view of this type of danger to humonity, it is regrettable that 
a not-inconsiderable number of German scientists ore once again 
allowing themselves to be misused by unscrupulous militarists— 
even if this is often with severe conflicts of conscience. 

At present some 70—80 staff belong to the Institute. A consider- 
able increase in personnel is envisaged. The conditions upon which 
staff are employed at the Institute are olone Indicative of the im- 
portance that the Federal Ministry of Defence attaches to this In- 
stitute. Only such personnel can be employed who are accept- 
able to tho Federal Minlstry of Defence. A new requirement intro- 
duced in spring this year is that scientists opplying for employ- 
ment to the Institute should personally call ot Department T II 2 of 
the Federal Ministry of Defence. All porsonnel working at the In- 
stitute are obligated to mointain secrecy, whereby tho system of 
levels of secrecy and the regulations of the ormed forces are in 
force. 

As much as attempts ore made to maintain o cohesive system of 
porsonnel, internal and externol security, the managoment of the 
Institute takes polns in conjunction with tho Federal MinlIstry of De- 
fence to make the true character of the sclentific work belng per- 
formed Impervious to the uninitiated through the use of cover-up 
terminology and through the decentralized treatment of rese- 
arch work for offonsive militory purposes. 

Extensive work has been carried out, for example, on tho follow- 
ing problems: 

1. Aerosol research 

In this investigatlons wero carried out on tho productlon of 

aerosols with B and C polson content of prolonged effect These 

investigations were conducted—In so far as they concerned the 

B sector—in tho laborotory headed by me. while tho investiga- 

tions with chemicol substances were carrled out in close coopera- 

tion with the Chomlstry ond Physics Departments. 

The production ond Investigation of this wor materiol is con- 
ducted only with regard to the envisoged suddon and long-term 
contomination of large sections of country, which can only be of 
interest in case of a war of aggression. The results of this re- 
search sorve the Federal Minlstry of Defence in moking assess- 
monts for largo-scale operations in case of wor. The introduc: 
tion of theso into proctical technology is then conducted on 
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proving grounds E 53 in Munsterlager, among others, undor tho 
direction of Senlor Government Counsellor Dr. Lockou. On the 
bosis of these scientitic findings ond supplemented by the ox- 
perience of other insttutes ond industrial loborotories, the mod- 
ern chemicol industry of the West Germon Federol Republic 
(o.9., tho successor undertakings of the !G-Forben trusi, the 
Farbenfabriken Boyer AG, BASF ond Hoechst) is in o position 
to produce ond supply large quontites of tho wor materiol ro- 
qulred by the Bundeswehr ot short notlce. 

The Grafschaft Instituto recoives instructions for its work both 
in the scientfic ond military respects in the field of B ond C 
oerosol research through the German-American Professor Alex- 
onder Goetz from Pasadena (USA), among others, who stayed 
in Grafschoft twice for six weeks in 1961 ond 1962 at tho instiga- 
tion of the Federol Ministry of Defonco. Professor Goetz hod 
previously worked for many years in the field of aerosol researm 
on bohalf of tho Pontagon. Tho copy of on extensive report on 
part of the relevont research work, which was kept secret for 
10 yeors, is on hand in the Grofschoft Institute. 

2. The determining of toxicity ond the noture of poisoning ofter in- 
jection and, charocteristically enough, after the inhalotion of 
known and newly-developed organic phosphorous compounds. 
These investigations are corrlod out by the Medical-Biologlcol 
ond Chomico!l Deportments, whereby stoff of the Physics Do- 
portment can be called in if needed. Because of its dongerous- 
ness, a special loboratory, the so-callod bunker, was built for this 
work. In this speclol laboratory o certoln omount of security is 
provided for the service personnel working with highly toxic sub- 
stances by the creation of differences in gas pressure. This labor- 
atory is for oll procticol purposes a smoll gos chamber which 
is only avallable to the departmental heads and the diroctor of 
the Institute. This research work is connected with the problems 
mentioned under 1. and con be judged accordingly. 

3. The determining of the permeotion capacity of newly-developed 
organic pnosphorous compounds such as VX substances, spoci- 
‘lcally in experiments on animals and on human skin. In this con- 
nection it must be pointed out thot VX substancos aro tostod and 
prepored for production for militory purposes and for no othor 
reason on account of their high toxicity. 

4. Work on the theory of ultro-polsonous synthetic substancos ond 
technicol preparations for handling them. 
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5. The solving of problems concerning the technology of applying 
aerosols of organic phosphorous war agents in experiments with 
animals. This research work is conducted to derive knowledge 
for the militory opplication of organic phosphorous war sub- 
stances. 

6. The preporation of oxperiments with highly pothological mlcro- 
orgonisms and breeds of viruses os well as with the bacteriolog|- 
cal toxins, especlolly with the botulinus toxin, the most effective 
of oll known poisons. In strict seclusion, my former colleague, 
Dr. Solomon, and | had to prepare a study for the Bonn Federol 
Ministry of Dofonce, in which it was to be worked out in which 
woy military estoblishments could be parolyzed in a short timo 
by means of biological weapons. In this work o distinction was 
mado between diseaso viruses of vorypathogenity ond incuba- 
tion times, as well as betwoen the monifold opportunitles for 
thoir use. In order to do awoy with the morol qualms in the car- 
rying out of such work, this study was declared by the monage- 
mont of tho Instituto to be defence work for the protection of 
the Bundeswehr. This study is today still “top secret”. All of the 
moterlol available in its preporation, even scribbed notes, had 
to be given up to security officials of the Instituto on leaving the 
workrooms. The prepared work wos then finolly token from our 
hands. 

On the basis of this study | loter on had to work out a pro- 
grom for the building up of an extensive collection of highly 
pothogenic breeds of micro-organisms, Furthermore, a virus 
centre for the entire sphere of NATO Forces, Central Europe, 
was to be installed in the Grofschaft Instituto, l.o., for experi- 
montol purposes a collection of hundreds of typhus, parotyphus 
and enteritis viruses wos to be set up. 

Although | om nota physician, but a microbiologist, | received 
special permission to hondlo such highly pathogenic breeds of 
micro-organisms. 

For the realization of this, corresponding sofety precautions, 
e.g., the immunization of the staff of my laboratory, were pre- 
pared ond carried out The first blghly pathogenle broods had 
olready arrived In my loborotory. On account of the explosiveness 
of this project, the Bundeswehr, in fact, took ovor the further 
Procossing. 

So much for a number of reseorch themes from the work of our 

Institute. Certain experimentol results wore and ore to bo placed 

under the protection of secret potents for schemes which soom 
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particularly important and worth-whilo. For this purpose the Froun- 

hofer Society in Munich has a special patent centre. For exomple, 

g project worked on by me was glven a secret potent with the na- 

mos Bisa, Zoch and Petros. 
| should now like to name a number of titles of research reports 

which have been prepared over the past few years in Grofschoft 
for the Federal Ministry of Defence. 

1. The injury caused by inhalation of oerosols of esters of phos- 
phoric acld. Through this work for the first time operational meth- 
ods for the production of highly toxic aerosols of phosphoric 
acid esters were developed ond their high effectiveness studied 
on apes and rats. 

2. Experiments with phosphoric acld ester TP 59 and the effect of 
ontidotes on rats, as well as the checking and exominotion of 0- 
secondary- butyl-methylfluorphosphoric acid ester. 

This work involved the all-round testing of newly-developed 
ond up-till-now unknown organic phosphorous compounds with 
regard to their military usefulness and applicability. 

In the case of TP 59, it is a highly toxic compound which Is 
structurally somewhere between Sorin and Soman. 

3. Histo-pathologlicol Investigations on rots injured by TP 60, 

The cover-term TP 60 stands for the comprehensive testing of 
the chemical war agent Soman to determine its effect and the 
extent of its effectiveness from the point of view of putting it to 
use. 

4. Tho quolitative and quontitative roegistrotion of tho biological 

offects of fost neutrons as the basis for investigations on com- 
bIned injurlos. 
Through this work methods were developed ond studied which 
bring nucleor radiation and chemicol war agents in operation 
at the same time in combination, in order to increase effective- 
ness in military operotions. 

On 27 March this year a colloquium was held in the Institute 

of Aerobiology in which well-known sciontists from a whole scries 

of West German universitios and representatives of the Federal 

Ministry of Defence as well as officers of the Bundeswehr took 

port. Here the academicians working in the Institute reported on 

the results of their invostigations. Here | shall only mention two 
subjects which ore particularly characteristic: 

“The Soman intoxicatlon” and 

"Mechanism of retardation and reactivization on esterases”. 

A few remarks on the activity of the Physics Department. This 
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department is, in addition to Its specific work in the field of atomic 
warfore involved in the total work conception of the Institute for B 
and C wor preparation. Since the beginning of 1968 this department 
has dealt with tho problems of combined injuries to a speciol 
degree. 

Further detolls on the work of the Grofschaft Instituto will not be 
given here. Incidentally, they are contained in the annuol reports 
of the Institute whlch are regularly dellvered to the Fedorol Ministry 
of Defence. Further explanations could be given oboutthis ota later 
time. 

Out of the extensive program of sclentific work of the Institute 
choracterized by mo with excerpts it can be seen that it con be 
reolized quickly and exactly only in close cooperation with other 
research institutions of the West German Federol Republic, There- 
fore the Grafschaft Institute maintains such relations with other 
research establishments with which there is either direct cooperation, 
or to solve problems on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Defence 
whose scientific results are made oavoilable to the Institute for 
further use. 

In the minutes of a colloquium that was held on the occasion of 
o work session in the Institute on 5 November 1965, omong others, 
the close cooperation between the Institute, the Federol Ministry 
of Defonce, the board of trustees as well as with othor institutes, 
as, for example, with the Institute of Cellular Physiology of Professor 
Loiner (Finthen neor Moinz) was shown. In the presence of Pro- 
fessor Kimmig, Professor Littringhaus and Professor Westphol a 
thorough discussion was conducted at this colloquium on tests with 
chemlicol war agents ond thoir effect on human skin. . 

A whole sories of further Institutes in the West Germon Federal 
Republic in addition is working directly on research commissions 
on the vorious probloms of B ond C wor ogenits ond thelr employ- 
ment placed and financed by the Federol Minlstry of Defence, for 
example, with the Pharmacologicol Institute of the University of 
Gottingen headed by Professor Erdmann. Professor Erdmann gives 
the Grofschaft Institute regulor detailed indications about future 
test arrangements and questions to be posed which arise out of its 
own work, after checking with the Federal Ministry of Defence. 

Tho Grofschaft Institute for its part supports the research activity 
of Professor Erdmann. For example, on the occasion of a work 
session held on 13 or 14 Jonuary 1967 500 milligroms of Soman 
were given through Dr. Oldiges, the present scientific head of the 
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Institute of Aorobiology, to Professor Erdmann on beholf of tho 
Federol Ministry of Defense. 

The Grofschoft Institute in practice regulorly has stod<s of Soman 
available delivered by the Federal Ministry of Defenoo. After the 
dissolution of the Institute of Cellular Physiology of Professor Leiner 
the stocks of war agents available there were transferred to the 
Grofschaft Institute on instructions of the Federal Ministry of De- 
fence. | 

Along with the already mentioned relations the Grafschoft Insti- 
tute malntolns such relations, among others, with university instilu- 
tes in Bonn, MUnster, Saorbricken ond Kiel. 

However, not only the work corried out on Its beholf by the Wost 
German Institutes is made avoiloble to the Institute by the Federal 
Ministry of Defence, but at the same time the sclontfic results of 
work corrlod out on beholf of the US Army by West German institutes 
(for examplo. the Instituto of Veterinary Physiology of the Goethe 
University (Fronkfurt-on-Main) and the Chomicol Institute of the 
University of Bonn) also. 

In oddltion to close cooperation with unlvorsity Institutes there 
is also close cooperation with the chemical industry. In one of the 
first series of tests of the chemical department of the Institute, for 
example, the preparation Zephirol taken over from the Forben- 
fabrikon Bayer AG was tested for its usability as a generol field 
disinfoctont. For some time thore has been cooperation with the 
Forbenfabrikon Boyer AG through Dr. Clarmann, head of the de- 
toxlficatlon contro of tho Federal Republic in Munich, “Krankonhaus 
rechts der lsar”, for the purpose of camouflage. 

Especiolly for the lost two years there has been close contact with 
the ABC testing centre E 53 of the Bundeswehr, which is of great 
significance for the direct military utilization of the scientific find- 
ings made in the Groafschaft Institute. The members of the staff of 
the tosting contro as also of the Grofschaft Institute carry on a close 
exchonge of experiences. That was not always the case. Since, 
however, tho security regulations in tho Institute were tightened up 
the Federal Ministry of Dofence has approved this closer cooper- 
ation. 

The Federol Ministry of Defonce has especlolly in the last yeor 
demonded and brought about o further forcing of the development 
and testing of biological and chiemicol warfare agents both quan- 
titatively ond qualitatively by the Grafschoft Institute. Thus, now 
resoarchh work with the already mentioned VX agents Is not only 
demanded but practical tests in this field have alroady been 
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corried out. Tho results of these tests shocked mony members of tho 
stoff of the Institute. Whoreas formerly Soman represented the 
uoper limit of the research sphere of the Grafschaft Institute it was 
now demanded that Soman bo looked upon as the lowest stage of 
further work. Thereby o qualitatively new stage in the work hos been 
reached in which naturally the conflict of conscience of the members 
of the Institute incroases. In recognition of this fact the Federol 
Ministry of Defence begon more thon hitherto to exert a direct 
influence on the Institute’s personnel questions in order to rid itself 
of stoff members who do not unhesitatingly accede to the demanded 
course of the further forcing of B and C war preparations. How 
unscrupulously the Federol Ministry of Defence proceeds is shown 
by the fact that even the head of the Institute of many years stand- 
ing, Dr. Biso, was dismissed. 

| think thot the facts | hove presented about West Germon pre- 
porations for B and C worfare and the practices of the Federal 
Ministry of Defence linked with them demond a decision from every 
responsible scientist who doos not want to be gullty of a renewed 
monstrous crime agoinst the Germon people and agolnst the whole 
of monkind. 

Anyone who becomos aware of the monstrousness of tho wor 
preparations belng corried out in the Federal Republic con not 
simply dissociate himself from them by simply leaving his job ond 
keeping quiet obout hls experiences ond his knowledge. 

For this reason | considered it necessary to present my knowledge 
ond views here and in thls form. 
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Speech of State Secretary Ginter Kohrt, First Deputy, 
Ministor of Foreign Affairs 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Whot Dr. Petras is disclosing to the international public are alarm- 
ing facts. Here, irrefutable evidence has beon furnished thot in the 
West German Federal Republic biologicol and chemical weapons 
ore belng systematically developed on tho basis of long-term plans. 
This is being done on direct orders from the West Germon govern- 
ment and under the direct supervision of the Bonn wor ministry. In 
institutes ond in laboratories of chemicol concerns the moans ore 
being prepared for new crimes agoinst humanity, against the lifo 
of peace-loving peoples. lt is being confirmed in a new ond very 
serious manner that the pollclos of the ruling circles of the West 
Germon Fedorol Republic endonger pedce ond security in Europe. 
Obviously, elementary rules of international law directed towards 
safeguarding peaco are “not relevant” for those governing in the 
West German Federal Republic. The Kiesinger-Strouss government 
unscrupulously disregards its obligotlons in international law. 

As clearly follows from the agreements concluded between the 
moin powers of the anti-Hitler coalition os a result of the Second 
World War, there is a bon in international law on ony form of 
chemicol or bacteriol armament, a ban whlch Is legally binding on 
the Federol Republic. Above all, this ban corresponds with the 
decisive principlos of the Potsdom Agreement according to which 
nazism ond militarism must be extirpated once and for all, and It is 
to be ensured thot o war never agoin starts from German soil. The 
acquisition and the production of chemical ond bacterial weopons 
ond the arming of the Bundoswehr with such weapons is on open 
breach of international low. It should also be recalled in this con- 
nection that even the peace treatles concluded in 1947 with Hitler 
Germony's former allies and the Austrian State Treaty of 1955 un- 
equivocally prohibit the acquisitlon, production and use of weapons 
of mass exterminotion, opposing, at the samo time, any rearmoment 
of Germany. 

Moreover, any manufacture of blological and chemicol weapons 
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in West Germany constitutes a violation of quite o number of basic 
documents of internationol law which ore designed to protect 
mankind from these borborous weapons of onnihilation. Thus, the 
Hague Code on Land Warfare of 18 October 1907 expressly pro- 
hibits the use of poison or poisoned weapons. Similar provisions 
are contained in the Haguo Decloration of 1899. Of particular im- 
portance in this connection Is the Geneva Protocol of 17 June 1925 
concerning the banning of aosphyxloting, poisonous ond similar 
gases ond of bactoriol means. Hence, the Geneva Protocol prohibits 
both chemicol ond bacterial weapons. Finally, | wish to recall thot 
the development and manufacture of such weapons olso violates 
the four Geneva Agreements for the Protection of Wor Victims of 
30 August 1949. 

The logacy of the herolec fighters against Hitlor fascism and the 
milllons of victims of Hitlor Germany's barbarous wor of aggression 
do not permit looking on with calm ond indifference as new crimes 
against the European peoples ore being prepared. Fascist Ger- 
many’s preparation of chemical ond biological warfare played an 
essential role at the Nuremberg Triol of the principol fascist war 
criminols. Evon the proparation of such warfare was stigmatized as 
o crime ond was on essontial elemont of tho offences for which such 
moin war criminals as Goring, Keitel and Jodl were sentenced. 
May the fate of these criminals be taken as a warning by those 
who ore agoin pursuing oggressive olms, and who, In order to 
reach them, ore moking arrongements for the use of meons of moss 
extermination. 

The West Germon government has for yeors cloimed on every 
possible occasion that tho Federol Republic had renounced tho 
manufacture of meons of mass extermination. 

In a recently published book whlch beors the misleading title 
Frlodenspolitik in Europa (Peace Policy in Europe), West German 
Forelgn Minister Brondt mokes the ollegation: 

“The Federal Republic of Germany renounced the manufacture 
of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons as early as 1954, when 
it vas admittod to mombership in the Western Europeon Union and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organizotion, ond it submitted to tho 
corresponding International controls.” 

Obviously, Herr Brandt is referring to Protocol No. Ill "On the 
Control of Armaments” of 23 October 1954 which in annox | con- 
tains a so-called commitment of tho West German government 
(announced by Choncollor Konrad Adenauer) not to manufacture 
such weopons on the territory of the Federal Republic. This Protocol 
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forms port of the so-called Paris Treoties. This colls for the following 

commene: 

1. The Paris Treoties were by no means directed towards ony re- 
nunclotion or ony controls, on the contrary, they meant the 
admission of West Germany to NATO and cleared the way for 
the comprehensive ormoment of the Federal Republic. 

2. Tho pretended renunclotion of the monufacture of ABC weapons 
wos worthless from the very outset ond was designed to mislead 
the European peoples since It applied only to their monufacture 
on the territory of the Federal Republic, thus deliberately leaving 
open the manufacture abroad and the acquisition of means of 
mass extermination in other ways. 

3. Todoy it is proven that the West German government regords the 
documents on alleged arms controls ond the renunciation of 
monufoclure as ao scrap of paper and is embarking on any rood, 
including thot of its own production, in ordor to come into pos- 
session of means of mass extermination. This also exploins why 
the Bonn government obstinately refuses to sign the nucleor 
weapons non-proliferation treoty. 

Tho development of biological and chemical weapons in West Ger- 

mony Is bound to alarm the European peoples who for yeors have 

been mado to believe that the West Germon militarists were under 
control ond that thereforo no danger oemonoted from them. 

The development of biologicol ond chemical weapons in West 
Gormony—ond the material availoble bears this out—is clearly 
directed ot their employment in an aggressive wor. This is a gross 
violation of the principles of tho United Nations laid down in portl- 
cular in Article 2, paragroph 4 of the UN Chorter ond Article 6 A 
of the Statute of the Nuremberg Militory Tribunal which explicitly 
describes the preparation for, and planning of, on aggressive war 
os Oo grove crime under internationol low. That these means of mass 
annihilation ore planned for an oggressive war is, omong others, 
shown by the fact that the West German troops troined for blo- 
logical and chemicol worfare ore placed undor the compelence of 
the Artillery Inspectorote. This is also borne out by the concontrotion 
of research on the production of aerosols aiming at a sudden and 
long-term infection of large areas. The samo is true of the extromely 
poisonous VX agents tested for military use, and of the experiments 
made in West Germany on the effects of chhemicol worfore ogents 
on human skin. 

The development of B ond C weapons In West Germony-is an 
Insoporable component of the West German government's expan- 
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sionist pollticol program. The government of West German arma- 
ment copitol ond big business is the only one in Europe to make 
tosritoriol cloims agoinst other states; it colls for o change in tho 
stotus quo in Europe ond a “new order” of our continent with the 
olm of giving hegemony to West German imperialism. 

The lessons of history teach that German imporiolism revived in 
West Germony will not stop short of actuolly using, on occasion, the 
frightful meons of onnihilation for its rovondhist aims. Tho continuity 
of the oggrossive policy of German imperlalism ?s mado particulorly 
clear by the fact that in West Germany today the same groups of 
monopolies—such aos |IG-Forbon--develop and produce B and C 
woopons which alroady in the First World Wor monufactured the 
polsonous green-cross, blue-cross and yellow-cross gases and in 
the Second World War supplied to the fascist Wehrmacht ond tho 
SS the nerve gases Tabun, Sorin and Somon ond, especiolly, 
Zyklon B for the destruction of millions of people in concentration 
comps. 

Today the successor companies of the |G-Forben trust ore again 
supplying means for organized mass murder to tho heirs of Hitler 
fascism in West Gormany. Grossly violating the 1925 Geneva Pro- 
tocol bonning the use of B and C weapons, the successor trusts of 
IG-Forbon toke part today in the criminal chemical warfore by the 
US against the heroically fighting Vietnamese people. West Gor- 
mon imporiolism todoy uses Vietnam as o testing ground for the 
devolopment of dangerous weapons of mass annihllation as fascist 
Germany used the intervention agalnst the Spanish Republic before 
the Second World War to test new orms. 

And olso the smoke-scroen tactics used for that purpose is oO 
distressing reminder of the fascist period. At that timo Zyklon B 
which was used to murder millions of people in the gas chambers 
of the SS was morked “disinfectant”, whereas todoy the West 
German government fraudulonily masks tho poisons supplied for 
the US oggression In Vietnam os “herbicldos”. 

Tho fact of the development of B ond C weopons in West Ger- 
many submitted at this press conference proves that it is urgently 
necessary to put an ond to these crimes almed agolnst peace in 
Europe and tho security of the peoples. This most emphaticolly 
demonstrates the urgoncy of the proposals in the memorandum of 
tho Soviet governmont on “urgent meosures for stopping the orms 
race ond for disarmament". The Governmont of the German Do- 
mocratic Republic, in its statement of 17 July lost, welcomed those 
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proposals and plodged to do everything in its power to work for 
the implemontatlon of thot program. 


Ladios and Gentlemen, 

Tho facts presented here show: 

1. The development of biological ond chomical weapons in the West 
German Federal Republic seriously threatens peace and security 
in Europe. The development of weapons of mass destruction is 
part of the revonchist progrom of West Germon Imperialism 
aimed ogainst the territorial integrity of other states. It is fitted 
into o perfect system of war preporation whlch not only covers 
military armament but also permeates all important spheres of 
Politics, the economy, culture ond sclence ond includes the pre- 
poration for on open military dictatorship by means of the emer- 
gency legislatlon. 

2. Those responsible for the development of weapons of mass de- 
struction in West Germany most grossly violate the elementory 
norms of international law and human rights and make them- 
selves guilty of the preparotion for new crimes against humanity. 

3. It cannot be indifferent to tho pooplos of Europe that tho West 
German revonchists striving for o change in the status quo in 
Europe and trying to reverse the results of the Second World Wor 
gain possession of any weapons of moss destruction. In accord- 
ance with its Soclollst Constitution and the rules of internationol! 
law, the GDR considers it its duty to raise its volce in wornlng in 
view of the West German government's policy throatening peace, 
and most decisively to oppose the development of B and C wea- 
pons in West Germany and the efforts of the Bonn government to 
obtain nucloar weapons. 

4. Peace and security in Europe require 
— tho immediate and unconditional stopping of any devolopment 

of biological ond chemical means of mass annihilation and 
the destruction of existing stocks; 

— the signing and ratification without reservations of the treaty 
on the non-proliferation of nucleor weapons by the West Ger- 
mon government, and | 

— the discontinuation by the Bonn government of its policy of 
revengo almed at changing the status quo and the existing 
bordors. 

Here and now we urgently appeal to oll citizens of Wost Germony 

not to turn a blind eye to the oncoming danger. 

The elementory interests of both the present ond future gener- 
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ations imperoatively require all energies to be put forth todoy to 
put a docisive stop to tho criminol octlons and plans of the re- 
vanchists and militorists in West Germony. 

The preparations for now war crimes must be stopped before it 
is too lote. 

The GDR will continue to do everything in its power to moke its 
contribution to safeguarding peace ond security in Europe. 


Questions and Answers of Participants in the International 
Press Conference (excerpts) 


The questions of the journalists were onswored by: 
Herr Kohrt, 
Stote Secretory In the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs 


Horr Lorf, 
Head of the Press ond Information Section of the Ministry of Forelgn 
Affoirs 


Dr. Bod, 
Head of Deportment in the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs 


Dr. Petras 


Professor Rointanz, 
Director of tho Institute of Law Philosophy ot the Law Faculty of 
Mortin Luthor University in Halle 


Professor Jung, 
Director of the Institute of Toxicology ond Pharmacology at the 
Germon Academy of Sclonces in Berlin 


German Democratic Report: 
Was there cooperotlon between the institutos in Grafschoft ond si- 
milar institutions in other NATO countries¢ 


Dr. Petros: 

It §s frue thot there has been close cooperation since 1960 between 
the Bonn Ministry of Defenco and especiolly the US Chemicol Corps 
ond tho centres subordinate to it in the USA. In addition, since 1960 
there have boen regular visits by leading stoff members of the US 
Chemlcol Corps, including, omong others, Dr. Wolf, who Is cortoioly 
generally known, 

Detoiled conferences with employees of the US Chemicol Corps 
have been ond are being corried out in Grafschaft, and undoubt- 
edly elsewhere as well. In addition there was o direct guidance of 
tho Grafschaft Institute on the occasion of two visits losting six weeks 
each of the Germon-American Professor Aloxaonder Goetz of Pasa- 
deno, who was for many years a member of the wor research team 
of the US Chomicol Corps ond who was employed oat the Colifornia 
institute until o few years ago. He was also employed os an Ameri- 
can secrel service agent in the years following the Second World 
Wor, during which he mode use of Germon patents in Gottingen 
ond on the strength of thot the Miliporo Filter Cooperation was 
constructed on behalf of the Pentagon. It is today a giant under- 
taking which receives up to 50 per cent of Its orders from the Ponto- 
gon. Production is under the strictest military secrecy. In Grafschaft 
Professor Goetz was active twice for six weeks each, especially for 
the aerosol sector, for both the B sector and the C sector. The copy 
of o comprohensive report about his researc) work in this field 
corrled out in the USA which was morked secret for ten yeors Is ovoil- 
able in the Grofschoft Institute. Incidentolly, | can mention thot 
the visit in Grafschoft of a cortain Solly Zuckerman from England 
was announced for 28 November of this year. In the Second World 
Wor Zuckermon wos on advisor of Winston Churdhill in the field of 
ABC worfare. 


Professor Reintanz: 

A wholo serlos of West German firms, for example, |G-Forben suc- 
cessor Boyer Leverkusen. or West Berlin firms suppliod herbicides 
to the United Stotes ond these wore in turn used by the USA for so- 
colled retaliation actions in South Vietnam. Herbicides ore thus 
used os war materiol, that is, as o weapon and also as a poison 
gas. These poison gases ore to destroy the basis of subsistence of 
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the Vietnamese people and they lead to diseases in people. They 
are therefore to be considered os means of warfare which are in 
violation of internationol law. 

There are a whole number of general ond special legol principles 
which forbid the use of such war moteriols. 


Horr Lorf, Head of the Press and Information Section: 

It is true that relovant West German centres cooperote with the 
American research centre for blological and chemicol warfare in 
Fort Detrick. In the West Germon war ministry there is a group which 
has the speclol mission of developing new-type weopons ond im- 
ploments for the solution of an internol crisis. The weopons which 
have been spoken of here undoubtedly are among them. It is cleor 
thot the development of such weapons at the same time represents 
on eminent threat to the West German people, and the cooperation 
exercised in this field with the United Stotes has obviously advanced 
vory far. 


TASS 

Why oro it just the Bonn government circlos which attributo so much 
importonce to the development of B and C agents ond why just 
now? Whot role do West German chemicol trusts ploy in the deve- 
lopment of those weapons? 


Professor Jung: 

The question of why there Is such o speciol interest in the develop- 
ment of B and C woapons in West Germany is onswered when one 
takes a look oat the time in which the development of weopons of 
mass extermination was stepped up and the conoentration of the 
forces avollable begun in West Germany. 

This took place at o tlme when the United Notlons had begun 
fo discuss the question of the conclusion of a treaty on the non- 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, when a beginning wos mado in 
drofting a suitable treaty. 

Thus we see that Bonn is not only making efforts in many dlrec- 
tions to obtain or develop weapons of mass destruction, but we 
perceive further thot Bonn is seeking very cleverly, along with the 
development of nucloar weapons where it thinks it will have big 
difficulties, to spur the development of B and C weapons, whereby, 
of course, that does not meon the noglect of further attempts to 
obtoln control of atomlc weapons, in any way whatever. 


Die Wahrheit: 
Is thore any indicatlon that West Berlin is involved in the develop- 
mont of B and C weapons? 


Professor Relntonz: 

You willl find two names in the materiol which will be submitted to 
you ofterwards, the names of Dr. W. Pietrulla of the Federal Health 
Office in Berlin-Dahlem ond Dr. Beyer of tho Provincial Offico for 
Nutritionol, Pharmacological and Forensic Chemistry, West Berlin. 
These are only two names. But please bear In mind that no naturol 
sclentist today works with a couple of test tubes ond a few chemicals 
whlch he buys himself. Behind those names are working staffs, is 
sclontlfic opparotus, are definite sources of finance, so that you sco 
more here than only the names of two scientists. 

It hos olready been said that the Senote of West Berlin is also 
bound by internationol law. I? must therefore forbid its own provin- 
cial office to engoge in rosearch in tho fields of B ond C weapons. 

Tho material proves that Bond C weapon research is being corrled 
on in West Borlln, ond this fact olone is o threat to the West Berlin 
population, for European peace and is also a new proof of how 
much Bonn seeks to include West Borlin in Its armament policy. 


Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 

What concrete proof or concrete indices are there that offensive 
research is being carried on in the Institute in Grofschaft and not, 
as is assorted in Bonn, defensive research, reseorch for the develop- 
mont of antidotes or medicaments? 

Tho socond question: Tho export of herbicides from West Berlin 
to tho United Statos was just spoken of. 

Do you consider tho production ond oxport of herbicides as boing 
baslicolly in contradictlon to international law? Are herbicldes not 
produced anywhere in the soclolist countries? Do you know that 
herbicldes in large quantities are exported from westorn countries, 
from the Federol Republic, to the soclalist countries, that at the Leip- 
zig Fair every year export orders in this sense are concluded? 


Professor Jung: 

The term phosphatos has boen used a number of times here. it is 
known that effective agents agolnst Insects wore developed In mony 
aroas several yeors ago. They have a cortaln enzyme that is ab- 
solutely importont for the functloning of our nervous system. The 
development of these agents for use agolnst humon bolngs, too, 
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wos systematicolly carrled out during the Second World War by 
IG-Farben ot the instigation of the fdsclst army weapon office; this 
led to Tabun, Sarin and Soman, Hitler’s miracle weapons, of which 
Soman in fact was already available in largo quantities and ope- 
rational. It has also become known that Somon was used for tests 
on humon beings. These crimes wore revealed in the Nuremberg 
triol of nazi physicians. After the end of the wor it was possiblo to 
further Increase tho toxicity by means of certain chemical changes 
in these bodles, ond In fact by fifty to ono hundred times as much. 
Here one can difforentioto between various substonce groups, as 
V-H, V-S agents, etc. These bodies can olso penetrate through the 
skin of o humon boing ond in additlon a fraction of o milligram can 
poison o humon being. 

We still do not have on officient antidote. These bodies hove no 
economic significance as medicoments nor will they hove any in fu- 
ture. One must seo their only function to be employment in o milit- 
ory aggression. One could pretend that studios of these bodlos 
were being made for defence action. But then | do not understand 
why it hos to be aerosol studies. Hero it is o question of aggression. 
These bodies ore obsolutely inconcelvable as o meons of dofence. 
Work with such bodies in connection with aerosol researc is for me 
an unequivocol argument that here it is a question of real preporo- 
Uon for aggression. 

Now to the question of herbicides: 

Herbicides are important agents whlch play a really decisivo role 
in modern agriculture for increasing production, combating weeds, 
etc. For this reason herbicides are produced. But these agents con 
also be misused. So one must see into whose nonds these producls 
ore given. That is the decisive point hore. 

We know that contacts of West Germon chemical trusts reach to 
Solgon. that the product orrives there, and with thot the moral judg- 
ment is cleor to me. 


Die Tat: 
Dr. Petros, after you left it was written in many newspopers in the 
Federol Republic that it was a problem of numerous scientific bron- 
ches, that their researc) results con be used for both peaceful and 
militory purposes. You. have now reported obout direct military re- 
search in your former Institute. 

My question is: Do you know these comments ond con you deol 
with them briefly? 
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Dr. Petras: 

Noturally, there ore very rnony problems with which the some solu- 
tion can be made useful for both civil and military purposes, ond 
the Ministry of Defence mokes full use of this fact, by employing 
thousonds of scientists, many laboratories and university institutes, 
referring to the civil opplication of tho reseorch results or the pos- 
sibility of such application. 

On the question of aggressiveness in research: 

Under my direct management we carried out preparations for B 
worfore. Under strict secrecy my former co-worker Dr. Salomon ond 
| had to prepare o study for the Bonn Ministry of Defonce. On the 
basis of this study | later had to draw up o program for the building 
of a comprehensive colloction of highly pathogenic microorgonism 
breeds. In addition o solmonella centre for the entire NATO sphere 
of Central Europe wos to be instolled in the Grafschoft Instituto. 
Further, preporotions for C warfare were carried out. | hove olroady 
reported extensively on this. As was soid, V agents hove already 
been tested. Professor Jung has already said that because of their 
oxperimentol toxicity they ore suitable only for militory purposes. 


Herr Lorf: 

Perhops o further remork on this. After Dr. Petras had been intor- 
vlowed on tho GDR Television there wos, as is known, a hail of 
denials from Bonn. Strenuous efforts were obviously made to rendor 
harmless the facts and connections presented by Dr. Petras. There 
wos tolk of protective clothing, gas mosks ond the like. However, 
the spokesman of theo West Germon wor ministry, Herr Domrose, in 
ono of these doniols, clearly said that it was a question of biologicol 
ond chemicol meons of destructlon for deterrent purposes. Now Ik 
is quite clear thot you can’t deter anyone with gas masks or protec- 
tivo clothing. It is a question of developing means which can be 
employed for offensive purposes, ond the Institute took part in the 
development of such meons. 


Neue Zeit: 

| have o question for Professor Jung. How do you assess the misuse 
of science and scientists which has become known from the Graf- 
sciaft Institute ? 


Professor Jung: 
That is of course o fundamental question. This basic question has 
already been deolt with several times in the statements of numer- 
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ous science orgonizations. | recall, for example, the position tokon 
by the atomic scientists of G6tlingen, which con be opplied by 
analogy to the dovelopment work on B and C weapons. The sole 
task of scloence con only be to give mankind a better and more 
satisfying life. Anyone who misuses the power of his knowledge to 
enslave other people or to destroy them, anyone who Sells his 
knowledgo and his labour power for such purposes for money, 
influence or prestige, is in my opinion acting criminally. Tho con- 
cern about the application of his scientific results should bo 
expected from every scientist, that is he must recognize the con- 
sequences of his activity for the future of our common and limited 
earth and derive from this moral obligations for himself. 

| think that the decision made by Dr. Petras is an example which 
must be very highly esteemed and | believe that it also merits the 
uncondltlonol respect of sclontists hero in the GDR. The data whlch 
he gave us only confirm the suspicion which wo olready had, and 
ore o confirmation of the aggressive intentions of Bonn militarism 
and revanchism which ore agoin making use of the same criminal 
ond anti-human methods of misusing science which we earlier 
experlenced under Hitlor. 


United Press: 
In whot month did you leave the Federol Republic for the GDR, 
ond hove you, or will you take over a scientific job? 


Dr. Petcas: 
| came here in November ond immodiotoly theroafter gave o tele- 
vision interview. 

| om o scientist ond | think thot ! shall find In the GDR, too, 
sufficient sclentific tosks which, however, do not serve any aggres- 
sive purposes, 


Neues Deutschland: 

When and how did your decision to come to the GDR moture and 
can you go into more detail about the conflict of conscience 
among mombers of the Institute stoff which you mentioned? 


Dr. Petras: 

Tho last impact was given by the reorgonizatlon of the Institute 
undertoken at the end of March of this year in Grofschoft. It was 
substantiated in detail by the former head of the Institute, Dr. Biso, 
thot now extensive development work on the B and primarily on 
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the C sectors was to bo undertaken. Of course, | did not immodia- 
toly moke a firm decision ofter thot. Something like that requires 
timo. 

As to the question about colleagues who also had doubts of 
conscience, | want to say that before | left ten colleagues had 
olreody voluntarily resigned from the Institute. In addltlon, two 
colleaguos, Dr. Zoch and Dr. Bisa were removed from the Institute 
by force. Of ot least flve resigned colleagues | know that they 
openly, even though not publicly, explained thot moral scruples 
played the decisive role in their step. Tho other voluntarily resig- 
ned colleagues without exception adduce limitations on their 
personol freodom and other grounds for their action. In addition, 
however, among these colleagues, too, there was a distinct un- 
easiness to be noted about the work corried out in Grafsmoft 
| can of course not give more dotoils here in view of the methods 
practised by the Federol Ministry of Defence. The Federal Ministry 
of Defence had obviously included the mentloned conflicts of 
conscience in its calculations right from the outset. Strict security 
examinations were therefore carrled out. There was constont 
spying ond deliberate diversion from the true character of tho 
worl. It was repeatedly said that our work is of o purely defensive 
nature, and mony colleagues allowed themselves to be led astray 
by this for some time. From 1961 the Jesuit priest and blologist, 
Dr. Hasolpater, in the meantime he has left the Institute, served 
as a signboard for the “peaceful” character of the Institute. 
Externolly, proclsely for Catholic circles the presence of this Josuit 
fathor was to guarantee thot no Illegal resoarch or research in 
contradiction to international low was belng conducted, | con- 
sider him a mon of integrity. After the reorgonization of this 
Instituto his resignotion also puts him among those who had the 
courage to express tho conflict of conscience openly. 


Neue Presseagentur, Munich: 
Was there any special event which caused you to leave the 
Federal Republic ot the present time? Did your superiors know 
of your conflict of conscience? 


Dr. Petras: 

The speciol event which caused me to come hore Just at this 
moment was the things linked with the reorganization of the In- 
stitute at the end of Marc this year. | then needed some timo to 
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think over everything again vory corefully and finolly mako the 
Preparations for my moving to the GDR. 

That | hod a conflict of conscience was known to ot least oll 
colloagues in the Institute, oll tho moro so since most colleagues 
were also bothered by their conscience. However, because of tho 
security measures ot the MAD (militory security service) such 
things could usually be spoken about only in private conversotions, 
| con ossure you thot | gave no information about this to the 
security agents of the MAD. 


Deutscher Fernsehfunk: 
You mentioned the strict security measures, on extensive security 
system. Could you give us some more details about this2 


Dr. Petros: 

In contrast to the West Germon denlols there was an absolute 
prohibition on publications up to three months ago for practicolly 
all work corried out in Grofschoft on behalf of tho Fedoral Mi- 
nistry of Defence. 

Secondly, there was, as already mentioned, on investigation of 
all Institute omployoes on the strictest scale, not only when they 
started work there, but olso lator, continuously, including wire- 
tapping ond the opening of thoir mail. There was spying on ond 
tho investigation of visitors, even when one visited someone in 
his home. When | visited an acquaintance in the vicinity of Hom- 
burg | wos loter roprooched because it was said thot the mon wos 
suspoct Furthermore tiolson people were recruited in the surround- 
ing communities to report on publicly mado statements of members 
of the Instituto to the MAD. This wos confirmed to us by the former 
head of the Institute, Dr. Biso. Then | would like to mention thot 
the obligation to mointaln secrecy corresponded to the degree 
required of high-ronking coreer officiers, including oll the restric- 
tlons on liberty arising therefrom. In addition there was, of course, 
within the Institute an internol telophone control, there were mo- 
nitoring instollotlons. For o time a military zone within the Institute 
was creoted which no visitor could enter without special per- 
mission. Every visitor can still todoy see for himself the extent of 
security moasures. Further, there were constant checks by MAD 
representatives, especially by Messrs. Gutknecht and Kuppers. In 
addition ao MAD security representative resided constantly in the 
Institute. Hore the former nazi chief of police Kooymans is to be 
named. 
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Polish Press Agency (PAP): 

In your opinion how did the facts presenied at the press conference 
ogree with the protestotions of peaco by West German politicians, 
especially after it was explained that the Federal Ropublic acts 


with respect to the United Nations Charter os if it wore itself o 
member of the UN? 


Stote Secretary Kohrt: 

The systematic preparation of a wor of aggrossion in the Wost 
German Fedorol Republic is in gross contradictlon to the stote- 
ments mado by representatives of the West Gormon government 
on thelr alleged readiness for peace. When West Germon Foreign 
Minister Brandt declares that the Federol Republic bohovos to- 
words the UN or with respoct to UN resolutions like a UN member, 
| do not proceed from tho fact that ho is thinking of UN member 
stotes whlch themselves do not hold to resolutions ond decisions 
of the UN, but that he meons o constructive attitude in the sense 
of the enforcement of UN decisions and resolutions. But here the 
facts show the contrary. | may remind you of the UN resolutions 
in connection with the racist and colonial regimes in Rhodesla ond 
South Africa, in the Portuguese colonies like Angola and Mozam- 
bique ond that it nos been unequivocally proved that the Bonn 
government has not only not honoured these decisions, but on the 
contsary hos further developed and broadoned cooperation with 
thoso regimes since the adoption of the decision. 

Or let us consider tho question of the nuclear weapons non- 
proliferation treaty. The UN Generol Assembly already in 1966, 
that is, two years ago, called upon oll countries in a resolution to 
stop any action which could prevent or moke difficult the bringing 
about of o nucloar weapons non-proliferation treaty. In the meon- 
tIme 80 countries have accepted this call and hove signed the 
nucleor weopons non-proliferotion treaty, but the Bonn govern- 
ment refuses, now as before, to toke this step. The UN has for 
yeors also dealt with the questions which are today the subject of 
tho pross conferonco. Already years ago it professed in Its reso- 
lutions the prohlblitlon of biological and chomicol weopons. But 
Western Germany, by grossly disregarding these resolutions, hos 
forced the development of chemical ond blological weapons just 
in this period. Already in 1966 the UN called for strict respect for 
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 on the prohibition of bacteriologicol 
means and moro than ten years ago declared tho abolition of 
blological ond chemical weapons to be one of ifs gonorol tasks. 


Finally | may point out thot the basic concern, the basie task of 
the United Notons in fact consists in doing everything necessary 
for the protection and safeguarding of peace. As the facts pre- 
sented here todoy again confirm, the Bonn governmont is doing 
ithe opposite, is setting course on ao war of aggression, on new 
crimes against other peoples. 


Press information on the System and the Centres of B and C 
Weapons Production and Testing in West Germany 


Ruling circles in the West Germon Federal Republic, with the help 
of thelr propoganda services, seek to camouflage their biologicol 
and chemical research for military purposes os necessary scientific 
research work of o generol character. The terms “defensive re- 
search", “defence research” and “ontidote research” are most fre- 
quently used to cover up these actlvitles. Tho tactic adopted is by 
mo means novel, since it was used olready during World Wars | 
and II to disguise the aims of reseorch ond production. Here are 
some facts: 

During World War I Dr. W. Lommel of the Farbenfabrik Boyer AG 
ond Dr. W. Stoinkopf of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Physlcol 
Chemistry ond Electrochemistry developed the chemical warfare 
ogent Lost which was employed by German troops in the front- 
lines in 1917 as “Gelbkreuz” (mustard gas). In 1918 the monthly 
output had reached about 1,000 tons. 

The Farbenfabrik Bayer AG Leverkusen, however, claims in 
Boitrage zur Hundertjahrigen Firmengeschichte 1863-1963 (Con- 
tributions to a Hundred Yoars of our Firm) on page 302: 

“The Forbenfobrik Bayer was in no way involved in work on 

poison gases during World Wor I, though W. Lommel-—in- 

depondently of W. Steinkopf—hinted at the importance of f, 6’- 

dichlorediethyl-sulfide, which exploins the designation Lost.” 
Between 1937 and 1945 the IG-Forben trust, in particular the Far- 
benfabrik Bayer AG developed the highly toxic organic phosphoric 
acld esters prepared by Dr. Schrader into the chemical warfare 
agents Tabun, Sarin and Soman (systemic poisons), whlch were 
described in secret patents of the Bayor firm, then tested and 
produced on a large-scale by the dummy firm Anorgana GmbH in 
Dyhoernfurt ond Schwansee on the Oder. Involved in the scientific 
work were, among others, Professor Hecht, Dr. Wirth, Profossor 
Ambros, the late Professor Hérleln, the late Professor Gross, Dr. 
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Loronz, Dr. KOkenthal and Dr. Gebhord. The Farbenfobriken Boyer 
AG claim in a letter to a shareholder on 5 July 1968: 
“Neither before nor during World Wor || hove our loboratorles 
been engaged in reseorch on poison gases or the production of 
such gases. Tho three gentlemen thot you referred to dealt at 
thot time with research on plant-protective agents. Dr. Schroder 
and Professor Wirth oro now retired.” 
Tho V substancos now produced in the United Stotes were the 
subject of post-wor research work on systemic poisons and ami- 
tones in the Farbenfobriken Boyer AG. The Farbenfabriken Boyer 
AG, however, affirm in Unser Work No. 3/1968, p. 26--press infor- 
mation of 14 Morch 1968: 
“The plont-protective ogents produced by the Boyer firm serve 
ogriculturol purposes, i.e., the increase in food production and 
the prevention of harvest losses”. 
These examples, of which rnony more con bo furnished, prove thot 
the so-called “defensive research" of Germon imperialism was in 
reality active militory research ond the preporation of largo-scale 
production. 


In the “ago of nucloar weapons” public attontion hos temporarily 
been diverted from the fact thot not only the oft-cited otomic and 
hydrogen bombs with rodcet carriers are weapons that can decide 
o war, but that blologicol ond porticularly chemical warfare agents 
have fully retoined their military significance. 

In West Germony's military conceplion top priorlty is given to 
biologicol and chemlcol weapons In additlon to the nuclear arms 
which it seeks to obtoln. Evidence of the planned active use of 
chemical agents has been provided by West German documentary 
moterlal. The militory-strategic concept of “flexible reaction” adopt- 
ed by the NATO Council of Ministers session in Brussols on 13-14 
December 1967 (NATO document MC 14/3) includes tho demand 
thot the Bundeswehr (West Germon armed forces) be enabled to 
o limited extent to employ chemicol warfore agents for purposes of 
“retaliation”. Other important confidential moteriol of the Bundes- 
wehr stipulotes that apart from nucloor weapons emphasis should 
bo laid on the further development of blologicol ond chemicol war- 
foro agents. For the Implementation of the military-strotegic con- 
cept of B-C warfare the West Germon “Federal Minlstry of De- 
fence” hos engaged or set up a sories of bodies such as 
ve the “Working Group for Military Research’, 

— the “Working Group for Militory Technology, 
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— the “Scientific Advisory Board for tho Medical ond Heolth Ser- 
vicos of the Bundeswehr” (“Advisory Council on Military Medi- 
cine”) 

— the “ABC Study Group”, 

- the “Institute of Aeroblology” at Grafschoft in the Sauerlond, 

— the "ABC proving ground E 53° of the West Germon Bundes- 
wohr at Munsterlager in the Luneburger Heide 

— ond the “ABC Defence School" at Sonthofen, etc. 
Within the framework of this system of influencing and imploment- 
ing the West Germon concept of B-C worfare, the "ABC Study 
Group" which wos set up by the "Federal Ministry of Defence” 
ploys o speclol role. This study group deals intensively with the 
problems of employing blological ond chemlicol worfare agents, 
with their carriers, with thelr mode of action ond with methods of 
defence: It has been commissioned to work towards a more ex- 
tonslve West German right of co-determination in NATO chemical 
warforoe. The Kiosinger-Strauss government hos givon its "political 
consent” to thls project. 

The “Scientific Advisory Boord for Medicol and Health Services 
in the Bundeswehr” (“Advisory Council on Militory Medicine") has 
formed a number of committees each with a subject of Its own. 
The members of the "Advisory Councll" include representatives of 
the West Germon "Federal Ministry of Defence” ond the "Bundes- 
wehr”, “deserving® and “oxperienced” members of the modicol 
service of the former fosclst Wehrmacht’, heads ond directors of 
West German universlty instltutes ond civil research centres as 
woll as tho scientists most actively engaged in reseorch on blolog- 
Icol and chomicol warfare agents. Among them wo find Professor 
Eyor, director of tho Institute of Hygiene of Munich University, Pro- 
fessor Klimmer, head of tho Toxicological Department of the Phar- 
macologicol Institute of Bonn University, ond Professor Lendlo, 
former director of the Pharmacologlcol Instituto of Gottingen Uni- 
vorsity. The meetings of the committees of tho “Advisory Councll 
on Military Medicine” chiefly discuss problems rolsed by the "Fed- 
erol MinIstry of Defence”. In 1964 the item on tho agenda wos 
the militory use of psycho-pharmaceuticol agents and tho result: 
ing conclusions for the Bundoswohr. In oddition, the “Advisory 
Council® prepared expert oplInions ond submitted proposals for 
the furthor discussion of the subject motter by the leadership of 
the Bundeswehr. 

For the purpose of substontiating ond implomonting the concept 

of B-C warfore, tho Wost Germon “Federol Ministry of Defence” 
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commissioned the “Working Group for Military Tecinology” set up 
in 1956 on the inltiative of tho Bundeswehr leadership to work out 
its theoretical foundations, which shall at the same time servo to 
comouflage the reol aims of the production of B and C agents 
and of the operational planning system by meons of appropriate 
public relatlons work. 

This working group which is made up of representatives of the 
Bundeswehr, influential West German armament monopolies and 
research centres is sponsored by tho "Federal Ministry of Defence” 
ond by the arms monopolies. This institution is directly associoted 
with the °Federal Assoclation of Germon Industry” (BDI) with its 
“Committee for Defence Economics”, the “Federal Ministry of De- 
fence” (particulorly with its department of “military technology”) 
ond the “Working Circle for Milltary Reseorch”. 

The “Working Group for Military Technology” organizes the ex- 
change of experiences in tho field of technical milltory research ond 
gives suggestlons ond recommendations for further developments 
in this domain. At its meeting on 23-24 April 1964 this working 
group made on extensive statement on blologicol ond chemical 
warfore developing the following concept: 

Blological and chemicol weapons are means of.mass destructlon, 
a quolity they have in common with nuclear weapons. While, 
however, the latter present a number of disadvantages which 
would make life intolerable even for the victor power in a war, It 
now seems possible, as a result of the level science and tedino- 
logy have attained today, that blologicol ond chemicol worfare 
agents, particulary chomicol ones, will permit us to achieve stra- 
tegic ond tactical gools which will havo almost the some effects 
as nuclear weopons on warfare in generol. If the available cor- 
rlors are fully utilized, the use of B-C agents moy prove just os 
effective as that of nucleor orms. 

According to the assessment of the “Working Group for Mllitory 
Technology” the following advantages arise from tho use of B-C 
agenis: 

— Blological ond chomicol weapons only offect the mon, animols 
and plonts of the oreo concerned. There is practically no ma- 
terial damage such os the destruction of instollotions, foctorles, 
power plants, transport facilities, dwelling-houses. 

Tho use of so-called non-Injurious ogents (such as those produc- 

ing psychological disturbances) mokes it possible to put peoole 

out of action for a limited tlme so that they will be ovailable 
after the occupation of the area concerned. 
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Misgivings over any deterioration of future living conditions on 
the earth are not justified in the case of biological and chemical 
worfare ogents. . 
The use of B-C agents, particulorly of chemical ones, does not 
require special preporations that might indicate to the enemy's 
counter-intelligence force that an attack is imminent. Thus the 
surprise factor can be fully utilized. 

It was also stated that the following favourable conditions for 
research on B and C agents ond tho production of such sub- 
stances exist in West Germony: 


-- The highly developed chemicol industry has at its disposal exten- 
sive copacilties for roseorch and production as well as speciolists 
ond experiences from World Wor Il. 

The row moaterlols bosls for B and C weapons is guoranteed. 


— As compored to nuclear arms smoller financial means ore re- 
quired for research on biological and chemicol warfore agents 
and the production of such agents. 

The relatively low numbor of scientists ond staff required and 
simpler production methods make it possible for these octlvities 
to be kept strictly secret. 

On the basis of sum ond similor militory-strotegic approisols, 

schemes ond theoretical preparations, the “Federal Ministry of 

Defence” has set up a system of military researc, testing and pre- 

poration of production in theo West German Federol Republic. It 

covers the wholo rongo of blologicol and chemical warfare agents, 
including their operational forms as aerosols. 


The practicol B-C ormament program in West Germany is implo- 
mented by the Bonn “Federol Minlstry of Defence® through tho 
following institutlons ond enterprises: 


1. The above-mentioned bodies and research centres subordinated 
to the Ministry. 


2, The West German “Federal Minlstry of tho Interior” and the “Fe- 
derol Ministry of Public Heolth", the “Fodorol Office for the 
Protection of the Civil Population”, the "German Research Com- 
munity” ond the “Federol Health Board” illegally set up in West 
Borlin. Thoso institutions ore concerned with the orgonizoatlon 
of the systern ond central office of toxicological surveillance, the 
file of polsonous substances, the decontamination centres, the 
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setting up of the toxicological commlssions and information 
centres. Though officlolly declared to be institutions for the 
protection of the population, they form on extremely important 
partof the West German preporoations for B-C warfare. The centrol 
file of poisonous substances serves to collect data on oll signi- 
ficant toxic agents olready existing or belng developed in West 
Germany's portner countries within the Common Morket. The 
alm is to create a second centro (alongside the USA) for all 
problems of toxic agents ond their militory use to give West 
Germany hegemony over its NATO partners. This program is 
carried through with active support from tho United States. 

Tho speciolists who ploy a key role in the implementation of 
this concept include Professor Klimmer, head of the Toxicologicol 
Department of the Phormacological Institute of Bonn University, 
Dr. H. Tombergs of tho Federal Ministry of Public Health in Bad 
Godesberg, Dr. W. Pletrullo of the Federol Health Board in 
Berlin-Dahlem, Dr. K. H. Beyer of the Provincial Office of Food, 
Pharmaceutical and Forensic Chemistry in West Borlin, Professor 
Koller of the Institute of Medicol Statistics ond Documentation 
ot Moinz University, Professor Londle, former director of the 
Pharmocologicol Institute of GédttIngen University, Professor J. 
Schunk of the Federol Office for the Protection of the Civil Pop- 
ulation in Bad Godesberg and Dr. Corl-Heinz Schiel of the 
German Research Communlty. 

3. The West Germon chemical trusts. 
Within the fromework of West Germony’s military research on 
chemicol worfore agents (porticularly orgonic compounds of 
phosphorus) the Farbenfabriken Boyer AG in Leverkuson take 
first place among the successor componles to the IG-Farben trust 
in West Germany. 
On the basis of internal contractual reseorch highly toxic or- 
ganic esters of phosphoric ond phosphonic acid and the corres- 
ponding fluoric compounds were tested for the possibilities of 
their mllitary application ond efficlency ot institutes of West Ger- 
man universities. It is known that theso toxic substonces ore 
partly by-products of the Boyer AG's research on plant-protective 
agents ond pesticides which ore obtained from the research work- 
ers involved against the payment of high premiums. The re- 
search workers, in turn, have to give o pledge of secrecy. The sub- 
stonces ore then tested amongst other places at the 

— Phormacologicol Institute, Physico-Chemical Instltute and Radio- 
Blological Laboratory of Gédttingen University by Professors 
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Loendlo. Erdmonn, Deuticke, Friedborg, Engelhard ond Drs. Zeck, 

Bosso, Franke, etc. 

— Pharmacologicol Institute (Toxicologicol Department) of Bonn 

University by Professor Klimmer ond others 
— "Krankenhous rechts der Isar” (Isar Hospital), 

Toxicological Deportment, of the Faculty of Medicine of the 

Munich Technical College by Dr. M. von Clarmonn ond others 
— Mainz University by Professor emoritus Leiner 

(formerly worked in tho Institute of Cellulor Physiology at Fin- 

then near Moinz) who works directly for the "Federol Ministry 

of Defence” 
— Fraunhofer Society in Munich, Institute of Aerobiology at Grof- 
schaft in the Sauerlond through tts head, Dr. Oldiges 
-~ Tochnicol College in Hanover, by Professor Schiemonn ond 
others 
— Institute of Veterinary Pharmocology ond Toxicology by Profos- 
sor Kowilz 
The entire organization of the plocing of orders ond control is 
centrolizod in the Boyer AG in three persons: Professor Kurt Honson 
(general director of the Boyer AG), Dr. Wolter Salzer (manager of 
the Wuppertol-Elberfeld works ond momber of the board of direc- 
tors of the Bayer AG, plont protoction branch) ond Dr. Richord 
Wegler, director in charge of chomicol resoorch at the Wuppentol- 
Elberfeld works ond head of tho sclentific commission on plont 
protection). 

Insteod of entering the pleture itself the Boyer AG—os it did in 
the post--uses these directors of institutes os dummies for tho 
implementotlon ond sofeguarding of its military interests ond goals 
in the fleld of chemicol warfore agents. This is particulorly borne 
out by the fact thot men like Professor Klimmor, Londle and Kewitz 
were installed in the "Advisory Council on Milltary Medicine” of 
the “Federal Ministry of Dofenco” or in the toxicologicol sur- 
veillance system, the central file of polsonous substances and the 
toxicological commlssions. Within this military research systom of 
the Boyer AG the origin of the highly toxic agents to be tostod is 
disguised, the institutes naming foreign allies ‘as the suppliers. 
The Bayer AG's bronch in the USA, the Chemagro Corporation in 
Konsas Clty, Missouri is of military importance. This enterprise 
which has its own modern research facilities ond instollations for 
the production of plont-protective agents and pesticides, has 
been set up in such 0 woy—as regards its location and production 
methods—thot it con chango over to the production of orgonic 
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phosphoric agents (systemic gases) within a short period. The some 
conditions have been provided in the Boyer AG's Dormagen 
branch. Those facts illustrate thot the West German concept of 
B-C armament is aggressivo in character and in no woy tontomount 
to necessary “defence research”. 
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